22/01/2018

Neighbourhood Planning:Written statement - HCWS346 - UK Parliament

Neighbourhood Planning:Written statement  HCWS346
WS

Department for Communities and Local Government
Made on: 12 December 2016

Made by: Gavin Barwell (Minister of State for Housing & Planning & Minister for London )
Commons

HCWS346

Neighbourhood Planning

Neighbourhood planning was introduced by the Localism Act 2011, and is an important part
of the Government’s manifesto commitment to let local people have more say on local
planning. With over 230 neighbourhood plans in force and many more in preparation, they
are already a wellestablished part of the English planning system. Recent analysis suggests
that giving people more control over development in their area is helping to boost housing
supply – those plans in force that plan for a housing number have on average planned for
approximately 10% more homes than the number for that area set out by the relevant local
planning authority.
The Government confirms that where a planning application conflicts with a neighbourhood
plan that has been brought into force, planning permission should not normally be granted.
However, communities who have been proactive and worked hard to bring forward
neighbourhood plans are often frustrated that their plan is being undermined because their
local planning authority cannot demonstrate a fiveyear land supply of deliverable housing
sites.
This is because Paragraph 49 of the National Planning Policy Framework states that if the
local planning authority cannot demonstrate a fiveyear supply of deliverable housing sites
relevant policies for the supply of housing should not be considered uptodate, and housing
applications should be considered in the context of the presumption in favour of sustainable
development.
As more communities take up the opportunity to shape their area we need to make sure
planning policy is suitable for a system with growing neighbourhood plan coverage. Building
on proposals to further strengthen neighbourhood planning through the Neighbourhood
Planning Bill, I am today making clear that where communities plan for housing in their
area in a neighbourhood plan, those plans should not be deemed to be outofdate unless
there is a significant lack of land supply for housing in the wider local authority area. We
are also offering those communities who brought forward their plans in advance of this
statement time to review their plans.
This means that relevant policies for the supply of housing in a neighbourhood plan, that is
part of the development plan, should not be deemed to be ‘outofdate’ under paragraph 49
of the National Planning Policy Framework where all of the following circumstances arise at
the time the decision is made:
This written ministerial statement is less than 2 years old, or the neighbourhood plan has
been part of the development plan for 2 years or less;
the neighbourhood plan allocates sites for housing; and
the local planning authority can demonstrate a threeyear supply of deliverable housing
sites.
This statement applies to decisions made on planning applications and appeals from today.
This statement should be read in conjunction with the National Planning Policy Framework
and is a material consideration in relevant planning decisions.
My Department will be bringing forward a White Paper on Housing in due course. Following
consultation, we anticipate the policy for neighbourhood planning set out in this statement
will be revised to reflect policy brought forward to ensure new neighbourhood plans meet
their fair share of local housing need and housing is being delivered across the wider local
authority area. It is, however, right to take action now to protect communities who have
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worked hard to produce their neighbourhood plan and find the housing supply policies are
deemed to be outofdate through no fault of their own.
On 7 July 2016, my Rt Hon Friend, the Member for Great Yarmouth (Brandon Lewis),
extended for a period of 6 months the criteria for consideration of the recovery of planning
appeals to include proposals for residential development over 25 dwellings in areas where a
qualifying body has submitted a neighbourhood plan proposal to the local planning authority
but the relevant plan has not been made (Hansard HCWS74). In order to allow time for the
Neighbourhood Planning Bill to complete its passage through Parliament, and in the light of
other potential policy changes currently under consideration, I am now extending that
period for a further 6 months from today.
This statement has also been made in the House of Lords: HLWS345
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